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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) A [[The]] rendering method according to claim 6 , further 
comprising the step steps of: 

subdividing a frame where a two-dimensional pipage is formed into predetermined unit 

areas: 

determining an optional area in foe frame corresponding to a first object of the two- 
dimensional image; 

determining overwrite rendering is inhibited for at least one of foe predetermined unit 
areas in foe optional area, wherein said overwrite rendering provides means for renderhma 
portion of a second object in an area overlapping foe optional area that corresponds to a portion, 
of a second object in the two-dimensional image; and wherein the second ob ject is positioned 
nearer a virtual viewpoint than die first object and rendering is inhibited in e ach unit area in the 
overlapping area for which overwrite rendering is determined to be inhibited; 

making a deiermination that the overwrite rendering is inhabited with respe ct to each unit 
area corresponding to a predetermined pattern of the unit area included in the o ptional area; 

making a determination that the overwrite rendering is inhibited by setting a Z coordinate 
value indicative of a distance from a virtual viewpoint to be identical to a Z coordinate value of 
the virtual viewpoint, with respect to foe unit area corresponding to the predetermined pattern; 
and 

rendering a predetermined object in the frame; 
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wherein the optional area is determined ba sed on a rendering range where the 
predetermined object is rendered . 

9-17. (canceled) 

18. (currently amended) A [[The]] rendering apparatus a ccording to claim 16 7 
comprising: 

a subdividing section for subdividing a frame where a two-dime nsional image is formed 
into predetermined unit areas; 

an area determining section for determining an optional area in the fr ame corresponding 
to a first obj ect * D me two-dimensional image; 

a determining section for determining overwrite rendering is possibl e for at least one of 
the predetermined unit areas in the optional area: and 

an object rendering section for rendering the first object ^ Ikg frame; 

wherein said overwrite rendering provides means for renderi ng a portion of the first 
object in an area overlapping a portion of the optional area that correspo nds to a portion of a 
second object in the two-dimensional image; 

wherein the first object is positioned further from a virtu? ] viewpoint than the second 
object and the first object is rendered in each unit area in the overlappi ng area for which 
overwrite rendering js determined to be possible; 

wherein the area determining section determines the optional af ea based on a rendering 
range where the first object is rendered; 
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wherein the determining section makes a determination That the overwrite rendering is 
inhibited with respect to each unit area correspondin g to a predetermined pattern of the unit areas 
included in the optional area; and 

wherein the detennining section makes a determination that the overwrite rendering is 
inhibited by setting a Z coordinate value indicative of a distance from a virtual viewpoint to be 
identical to a 2 coordinate value of the virtual viewpoint, with respect to each unit area 
corresponding to the predetermined pattern. 

19-27. (canceled) 

28. (currently amended) A [[The]] computer-readable recording medium recording a 
rendering processing program according to olaim 26, iho dotormining stop, further executed by a 
computer, the rendering processing program comprising: 

a subdividing step of subdividing a frame where a two-dimensional ima ge is formed into 
predetermined unit areas: 

an area determining step of determp inp an op tional area in the frame corresponding to a 
first object in the two-dimensional image; 

a determining step of determining overwrite rendering is possible for at least one of the 
predetermined unit areas in the optional area, the determining step farther comprising a step of 
maVjnf T a determination that the overwrite rendering is inhibited with respe ct to each unit area 
corresponding to a predetermined pattern of the unit area included in the opt ional area, and a step 
of making a determination that the overwrite rendering is inhibited by setting a Z coordinate 
value indicative of a distance from a virtual viewpoint to be identical to a Z coordinate value of 
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the vimtal viewport, with respect to each unit area corresponding to the predetermined partem; 
and. 

a step of rendering the first object in the frame; 

wherein said overwrite renderina provides means for rendering a portion of the first 
object in an area overlapping a portion of the optional area t hat corresponds to a portion of a 
second object in the two-dimensional image; 

wherein the first object is positioned furth er from a virtual viewpoint than the second 
object and the first object is rendered in each unit area in th e overlapping area for which 
overwrite rendering is determined to be possible: and 

wherein the optional area is determined based on a rendering range whe re the first object 
is rendered . 

29-37. (canceled) 

38. (currently amended) A [[The]] program processor executing a rendering processing 
program nrrnrflinu *e "Inim ™. ^ rioTormining stop, furth e r the rendering processing program, 
comprising: 

a subdividing step of subdividing a frame where a two-dimensional image is formed into 
predetermined unit areas; 

an area determining step of determining an optional area in the frame corresponding to a 
first object in the two-dimensional image: 

a determining step of determining overwrite rendering is possible fo r at least one of the 
predetermined unit areas in the optional area, the determining step further c omprising a step of 
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rnajring ft determination that the overwrite rendering is inhibited with resp ect to each mut area 
rarrwt pnnding to a predetermined pattern of the n pit areas included in the optional area, and a 
step of making a determination that the overwrite rendering is inhibited by setting a Z coordinate 
value indicative of a distance from a virtual viewpoint to be identical to a Z coordinate value of 
the virtual viewpoint, with respect to each unit area corresponding to the predetermined pattern; 

a step of rendering the first o bject in the frame: 

wherein said overwrite rendering provides means for re ndering a portion of the first 
object in an area overlapping a portion the optional area that co rresponds to a portion of a 
second object in the two-dimensional image; 

wherein the first obj ect is positioned further from a virtua l viewpoint than the second 
ob ject and the first object is rendered in each unit are a in the overlapping area foT which 
overwrite rendering is determined to be possible: and 

wherein the optional area is determined based on a rendering range where the 
predetermined object is rendered . 

39-42. (canceled) 
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